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RAMBLINGS from the Rev. . .
Do you believe that religion and politics don’t mix?
It’s an idea I’ve often heard expressed, but seldom
understood. I guess it depends on mixing how?
Certainly I agree that churches should not tell their
members how to vote (too bad so many other pastors
don’t agree with me!).
On the other hand, Karl Barth, an influential
theologian of the 20th Century once said, “A preacher should mount to the pulpit with a
Bible in one hand and a newspaper in the other.” This has several implications: that the
preacher must relate the Biblical story to what’s going on today; that political topics are
always part of the dialogue.
When you listen to today’s political speech, you might well think that God belongs to one
party or the other. As Pastor Steve Olson said in his October newsletter, “This is not true.
God does not have a political affiliation, but He is very involved in the political and
governmental process. One need only look at the words of Israel’s prophets.” They
repeatedly demanded that the widow, the orphan, and the strangers among us should be
cared for.
As Christians our ultimate touchstone is the teaching of Jesus. The more I read the Gospels
the more I see them as deeply political. By that, I don’t mean Democratic or Republican, but
rather that Jesus is constantly challenging the political situation of his day, demanding
more justice, more care for those who are at the bottom of the heap.
Jesus didn’t have a chance to vote. We do, and it’s vital that we all exercise that right.
David Brooks, in a recent book called The Social Animal, says that the large majority of
people form their political party affiliation in their late teens or early twenties and NEVER
change it. So before you vote, I hope you will consider the issues and question your own
biases. I’m making an effort to do just that. I even watched both conventions and tried to
keep an open mind about it!
And I hope you will bring your religious beliefs to bear upon the issues we face. Again to
quote Pastor Olson, “We live in a political world . . . but we are also citizens of the Kingdom

of God where we are called to feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, clothe the naked,”
and to care for the least of these, our brothers and sisters. Voting is about deciding about
how best to carry out this imperative to serve the common good of our society.
Go to the polls and then be kind to those whose candidate fails. No matter who wins, we all
need to pull together and continue praying together too!

Lynn +

Practical Steps for Overcoming Poverty
Blog by: Rev. Grant H. Abbott, ECS Interim
Executive Director

Greetings from Episcopal
Community Services (ECS)!

Though Episcopal Community
Services will change the manner by
which it delivers its mission in
cannot service to the poor starting next
year, ECS is still serving

As more and more people fall into poverty Christians
just throw up their hands and give up. We are called by
clients through the end of
Christ to respond. We can disagree politically about how
this year. These clients are
governments ought to respond, but we cannot disagree on depending on ECS while ECS seeks
new organizations to serve these
needing to respond with compassion, generosity, and
clients.
courage.
These clients need our help
especially through the holidays and
beginning of winter. Your

The situation that people in poverty find themselves in
today is very different than it was forty years ago. Today the donations are still very much
ditch into which they fall is deeper (manufacturing jobs are needed. A $50 donation will
gone or require higher levels of education and construction support one Ready for Success
client. $100 will provide bag
is at its lowest level in decades), the ladder they have to get lunches and water for 100 homeless
out of poverty has been shrunk by government cutbacks to adults and youth. $250 will help a
client pay her winter utility bills.
the point that it no longer reaches the top of the ditch, and
technology has removed several rungs from the ladder. The Here's another way you can

give to make the holidays much
Episcopal Church in Minnesota (ECMN) working with
more joyful for our clients. ECS is
Episcopal Community Services (ECS) and other nonprofit
not able to do the Adopt-aagencies has the opportunity to help extend the ladder and Family Christmas program
put rungs back on the ladder in order to help people work this year. However, if you were
willing to donate gift cards from
themselves out of poverty.

Target, Walmart, grocery stores, or
service stations, we will make sure
our clients get them as a gift from
the generous donors to Episcopal
Community Services. $100 to $500
dollar gift cards will make a small or
a large family have much happier
Thanksgiving and Christmas.

How can ECMN do this? First, many congregations are
already making efforts to do just that. Whether it's a weekly
dinner for the poor and homeless in Lake City offered by St.
Mark's, or all the congregations that share in providing
shelter for the homeless through Project Home in Ramsey
County or Families Moving Forward in Hennepin County, or Thank you for your support of
those whom ECS has the privilege
all the congregations that participate in Minnesota
to serve as they work themsleves
up and out of poverty.
FoodShare, or the congregations that participate in ECS'
Supportive Housing, Ready for Success, Family Resource
Center programs, or Mission 2012, ECMN congregations are Sincerely,
already helping people in Minnesota lift themselves out of
Rev. Grant H. Abbott
poverty.
ECS Interim Executive Director
Second, ECMN congregations can become more intentional
about the work we do to help individuals and families work
themselves out of poverty. Each of our new Mission Areas
could work together to analyze the situation of the poor in
their area. They could see what is being done and what is
not being done that needs to be done. They could then
assess the capacity of their congregations to see how they
could best lend a hand that makes a meaningful difference
for the poor in their area and adds vitality and visibility to
the congregations. ECS would love to offer whatever help
we can at this time to support the congregations in the
mission areas to do this work.
To read the full blog posting, please click here.

About Episcopal Community Services

Episcopal Community Services (ECS) works to end poverty through holistic,
one-on-one support of individuals and families in housing stability, creating
community and job readiness. You can learn more about ECS by
clicking here.

Dear Leland:
We were blessed to be able to visit with a number of our deacons, postulants and lay leaders at the
annual convention about Mama Ada and MP2013. The MP 2013 booth was great. The response was
very exciting.
For those of you who were unable to attend, there was wonderful testimony from Julie Keller, the
President of The Mama Ada Foundation, as well as Ada's daughter-in-law, Rebecca Kipchumba,
when they addressed the convention. It was the final agenda item at the convention and was a
wonderful spiritual sending forth for all in attendance. One highlight was the moving video that was
put together about The Mama Ada Foundation, and it can be viewed at the Mission Project 2013
website.
I hope you all take the opportunity to watch this short powerful video. It was inspiring and humbling for
me. As we talked about in my letter prior to convention, we will continue to provide information and
resources to support you in leadership at your faith communities to help embody our transformation in
Mission Project 2013.
Planting Promise, Harvesting Hope.
The Rev Tom Sinning, Deacon
Emmanuel Church
Alexandria

Pictures following are from the Convention Lee and Melanie
attended at Jackpot Junction, Morton, MN

Entrance of Jack Pot Junction Casino,
Morton MN

Bishop Brian Prior, Melanie Mattsen & Deacon
Lee Grim

November
Birthday’s
11/3 Jeanne Corrin

Wedding
Anniversaries
11/28 Bill & Jeanne Corrin

11/6 Cynthia Connors
(daughter of Jim & Lennis)

11/11 Cori Davison
(daughter in law of Gary & Carolyn)

11/14 Joy Frank
11/20 Samuel Schlieff
(son of Brent & Lisa, grandson of George)

11/26 Linnaea B Crossley Yount
(daughter of Samantha & Jim)

11/27 Taylor Wright
(daughter of Alan & Kate, granddaughter of
Andy & Georgeann)

BEST POEM IN THE WORLD
I was shocked, confused, bewildered
As I entered Heaven’s door,
Not by the beauty of it all,
Nor the lights or its décor.
But it was the folks in Heaven
Who made me sputter and gasp –
The thieves, the liars, the sinners,
The alcoholics and the trash.
There stood the kid from seventh grade
Who swiped my lunch money twice.
Next to him was my old neighbor
Who never said anything nice.
Herb, who I always thought
Was rotting away in hell,
Was sitting pretty on cloud nine,
Looking incredibly well.
I nudged Jesus, “What’s the deal?

Baptism
Anniversaries
11/22 Brittany Corrin
11/22
11/22

Rocky Strand
Donna Strand

I would love to hear Your take.
How’d all these sinners get up here?
God must’ve made a mistake.
“And why is everyone so quiet,
So sombre – give me a clue.”
“Hush, child,” He said, “they’re all in shock.
No one thought they’d be seeing you…”
JUDGE NOT!!
Remember… Just going to church doesn’t
make you a Christian any more than standing
in your garage makes you a car.
Every saint has a PAST!
Every sinner has a FUTURE!
Now it’s your turn… Share this poem

Submitted by Jackie Guimond
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

FRIDAY

2

SATURDAY

3

Altar Guild
Mavis
Tricia

4

Proper 26

5

6

7

8

9

10

Holy
Eucharist
10:00 a.m.

11

Proper 27

Holy
Eucharist
10:00 a.m.

18

Proper 28

Donna
Georgeann

12

13
6:30 Vestry
Meeting

Newsletter Deadline

19

14

15

16

Last Sunday after
Pentecost

Holy
Eucharist
10:00 a.m.
Christ the King

17

9:30 a.m. Coffee @
Coffee Landing
6:00 p.m. – Total
Ministry Meeting
7:00p.m. Life Cycles

20

Altar Guild
Donna
Georgeann

21

22

23

Holy
Eucharist
10:00 a.m.

25

Altar Guild

24

Altar Guild
Flossie
Jeanne

26

27

6:30p.m. Life Cycles

28

29

30

Sunday Service Lay Responsibilities

NOVEMBER 2012
Dates

Lay Officials

Holy
Eucharist
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Lynn Naeckel

Acolytes

Lectors & Lessons

Greeters

Kay Herman

Donna Day

Melanie Mattsen

Karen Walls

Georgeann Wright

Kay Herman

Andy Wright

John Shewchuk

4

Deacon: Lee Grim

Tessa Walls

23rd Sunday After
Pentecost

11
Holy
Eucharist
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Samantha Crossley
Melanie Mattsen

Jeanne Corrin

23 Sunday After
Pentecost
rd

18
Holy
Eucharist
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Lynn Naeckel
Deacon: Lee Grim

Melanie Mattsen

Mavis Tanem

Mavis Tanem
Lennis Connors

23rd Sunday After
Pentecost

25
Holy
Eucharist
10:00 a.m.
Last Sunday after
Pentecost
Christ The King

Rev. Samantha Crossley
Melanie Mattsen

Erik Strand

Mike Brennard

Gary Davison

Tricia Brennard

Carolyn Davison

